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An Overview
Feedback from peers is useful to the writer for a number of reasons. At its simplest, writers need

to know what readers take from the text; often we might have something very clear in mind, only to be 
surprised by what others may not understand.  Every set of eyes provides a valuable response.  
Secondarily, you will become a better writer and editor of your own work through the process of 
responding to others’ writing. 

Be kind but honest. Give candid observations and specific advice. Generic comments – “I liked 
your essay” are really unfair to the writer, since they provide no help. 

Please provide specific feedback to your classmate. Ignore mechanics. You are giving advice that 
will help your classmate make improvements in the areas of content (what you say) and 
organization (how it is said). Answer these questions AND mark up the essay draft.

CONTENT
(Refers to the quality of ideas in the piece, both those of the writer and those incorporated from 
sources)

(1) Is there a central question or thesis statement? (If yes. What is it…? If no, what could it be…? )

(2) Does the central question or thesis pertain to course themes?  If not, how could it be adjusted to 
make it more relevant? 

(3) Are there appropriate and generous quotations or paraphrases from external sources?  Where could 
the essay use additional quotations? Where would it be best to omit some? 

(4) Does the essay may assertions, claims, or interpretations based on careful reasoning? Are there 
places where you had trouble following the logic of the argument (or perhaps even encountered 
hindrances to critical thinking)? 



ORGANIZATION
(Refers to the structure of the writing, in terms of its overall organization, the unity and coherence 
within individual paragraphs, and the sequence of ideas as we move from paragraph to paragraph)

(1)  Does the essay follow from the thesis on a paragraph by paragraph basis?

(2) Which, if any, paragraphs seem either to belong elsewhere in the sequence or perhaps not in this 
essay at all?

(3) Are sources "framed" (introduced with a transition; explained, elaborated, or contextualized? (You 
can't just plunk down a quotation; you must talk about it!)

(4) Are sub-headings (and/or clear transitional sentences) inserted to signal major sections of the essay?
Identify any points in the essay where you felt that you lost the “main thread.” Where would transitions
or subheadings be usefully added? 

(5) Identify one or two paragraphs where the ideas or examples would benefit from further 
development, perhaps even the addition of another paragraph.  (Circle and mark them “DEV” or 
“Explain and expand.”) 

(6) Identify any stray sentences that seem not relevant to the paragraph in which they are contained. 
(Circle and mark them “REL?”


